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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

DUI cases in school and day care 
transportation  

 No statistics of DUI cases or accidents in school and day care 
transportation 

 However, in years 2000─2009 over 20 DUI cases ended up in 
the newspapers  

 

Number of vehicles in school and day care transports 

 Daily approx. 7000 taxies and buses transport children 
(scheduled bus traffic not included) 

 In the countryside ~90% of the taxies transport children  

 Additionally, plenty of taxies transport children occasionally, 
e.g. to a dentist/doctor during the school day  
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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

Implementation of interlocks in school and 
day care transports 

 Since August 2006 a recommendation to use alcohol interlocks  

 In December 2008 a survey: 

 Alcohol interlocks in use only in 17 municipalities 

 Tenders: 14% of the municipalities gave extra points for interlocks and 3% 
required mandatory interlocks  

 Since August 2011, ”if the transportation is organised by a 
municipality, municipal federation, school or institute as charter 
transport and support from a municipality or state is obtained, a 
vehicle equipped with an alcohol interlock must be used for: 

 1) the transportation of pupils participating in preschool, primary 
school or voluntary additional basic education teaching; 

 2) the transportation of pupils participating in upper secondary 
education; and 

 3) day-care transportation”. 
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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

Implementation challenges / to learn in 
other countries    (1/2) 

 Commitment & motivation / Professional drivers transporting 
school and day care children: 

 ”Why interlocks are mandatory only for us?” 

 ”Why not for all professional drivers?” 
 

 If the interlock data logs are read-out, discuss and agree (in 
transport companies) how the data may be used 

 Consult the Data Protection Ombudsman 
 

 Buses: Is the interlock fitted to prevent the starting also from 
the engine compartment in the back of the bus? 
 

 Free start time (without a new breath sample) after turning 
off the vehicle engine 

 In Finland the bill 20 min  the act 45 min 
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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

Implementation challenges / to learn in 
other countries    (1/2) 

 A need for random retests throughout the drive? 

 In Finland no requirements for retests in commercial transports 

 A few cases where the driver started drinking during the work day 
 

 The breath sample / Blowing technique 

 Min. limit 1,0 liter a problem for a few drivers (e.g. asthma) 

 A doctor specialized in pulmonary issues: 99,5% of the population 
is able to give a breath sample of 1,0 liter 
 

 Enforcement challenges (police) 

 How is the police able to check that the interlock is properly fitted? 

 No vehicle inspection required after installation 

 The exceptions when a non-interlock fitted vehicle may be used? 

 Operator: Maximum of 5 days (if the interlock vehicle broken) 

 The school/municipality: Extra 3 days, max. (if no interlock-fitted vehicle to 
be found) 
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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

A study (Trafi Publications 5/2012) 

 Ministry of Transport and Communications, programmes and 
strategies 6/2009: Finland’s Strategy for Intelligent Transport 

 “Examine the introduction and impacts of the system in publicly 
funded transport services, bus traffic and professional goods 
transport. Studies on expanding the use of alcolocks are 
completed by 2011, and the alcolock is made mandatory by 2014 at 
the latest.” 

 Trafi Publications 5/2012: “Adoption of the alcohol interlock and 
its effects in professional transport” 

 In English: 
http://www.trafi.fi/palvelut/julkaisut/2012_julkaisut/alkolukko 

 “It would be necessary to begin taking measures to increase the 
voluntary use of alcohol interlocks and drafting of a law decreeing 
an obligation to use alcohol interlocks in all transportation covered by 
professional qualification requirements. In order to increase 
voluntary use, transportation ordered by the government and 
municipalities should require the use of alcohol interlocks.“ 
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Finnish Transport Safety Agency 

Comments from the professional drivers 
(A questionnaire in the study 5/2012) 

Pros 

 Good image for the company / A signal of responsible drivers 

 Traffic safety 

 An advantage in tenders 

 ”Time heals attitudes, I opposed earlier, but now it’s part of this 
job and I feel it gives a professional image of my job”  

 

Cons 

 All professional drivers treated as drink-drivers  

 Time and effort it takes when starting the vehicle  

 Long warm-up time in cold weather  

 Embarrassing to blow in public places  

 High price (device ~1000 EUR +installation +calibration) 
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Responsible traffic.  
A joint effort. 

Thank you! 

 

Questions? 

marita.loytty@trafi.fi 


